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PREFACE

WILLIAM HUNTINGTON was born on February 2,1745, near Cranbrook, Kent, England. He died on July
1, 1813, in his sixty-ninth year. Of Huntington's description of his sweet blessed deliverance into gospel
liberty, J. C. Philpot says: "We have read some of the finest productions of human eloquence, in both
ancient and modern languages, and therefore we know what we assert when we declare that, in our
judgment, the decryption . . .; apart from the experience there described, as a mere piece of
eloguence, is one of the grandest and most beautiful pieces of writing that has ever come under our
eye." Well might our author say: "Oh happy year! happy day! blessed minute! Sacred spot! Yea, rather
blessed be my Redeemer, who 'delivered my soul from death, and mine eyes from bears, and my feet
from falling." " "God raises up such men as John Bunyan and William Huntington but once in a century." -
William Romaine. Dr. Henry Cole, translator of the Works of Luther and Calvin, after referring to
Huntington as "that great and blessed servant of the Most High," says, "I believe he bore and left in
Britain the greatest and most glorious testimony to the power of God's salvation that ever was borne or
left therein.” A. J. Baxter, editor of the Gospel Advocate, wrote: "There are hundreds who will both
speak and write with respect of such men of God as Owen, Bunyan, Romaine, Barridge and Newton,
who would recoil at the mention of the name of Huntington. And why? Because his conduct was less
consistent than they? No, but because, in depth, closeness, and discrimination of vital realities he
excelled them all; and was therefore the least comprehended, 1 Cor. 2:15. (Thomas Wright in Life of
Huntington.) (-T. Rutt in Foreword to Kingdom of Heaven Taken by Prayer, by Wiliam Huntington)

QUOTES OF WILLIAM HUNTINGTON

“Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our
fathers nor we were able to bear?" The liberty which Peter here alludes to is the liberty of the Holy
Spirit, which God had given them, which Paul calls the law of the Spirit of life, which made him free
from the law of sin and death; and "where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty," (2 Cor.3:17) for, as
David says, the Spirit of God is a free Spirit. (Psa. 2:12) The rule that Peter gives them is faith, which
purifies the heart. The unbearable yoke that they were going to tempt God with, by galling the neck of
the disciples, was first, the needfullness of circumcision; Secondly, a command to keep the law of Moses;
and it is called tempting God, because it was a reflection cast upon His work who had purified their
hearts by faith, and sent His Spirit to govern and lead them into all truth; as if the Holy Spirit was not
sufficient to make them obedient, nor God's purifying their hearts a sufficient purification, nor faith a
sufficient rule, without yoking them with the killing letter as the only rule of life. The law obeyed, and
disarmed of its curse, is in the heart of the Mediator, who is Judge of quick and dead, and therefore
keeps the keys of hell and of death. The believer is under the law of faith to Christ; and they that are
His have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts; such are delivered from the law; and against
such there is no law; and sin is not imputed where there is no law. | do insist upon it that, if a believer
be brought to the law of Moses, to be under it in any other sense, sin stares him in the face, wrath
works in his heart, his enmity is stirred up, bondage seizes him, and despondency or despair will sink
him, unless the law of the Spirit of life makes him free from the law of sin and death. William
Huntington
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Dear Sir,

| received the packet which you directed to me, consisting of your very long epistle, of a circular in
print, and of a sermon on the promises of God. | read your epistle without offence, as | believe you
meant well, which | gather from your politeness, civil treatment, and cautious way of expressing
yourself; such a letter | have never received from any person who has thought proper to expose or
oppose me, as a maintainer of licentious doctrines. Their letters have generally been filled with the
scurrility of Billingsgate, and without any truth fairly stated; which has only served to convince me that
such persons are without Christ, and have no hope in the world.

Was it in my power, | would address you as a gentleman of sense and a scholar, for both appear in your
affectionate epistle, but | have neither politeness nor learning, as it is now called, yet will give you the
best answer | am capable of, in the language of Scripture.

If | know anything of my own heart, | can truly assert, that | wish all that fear God to know what He
hath done for my soul; and, in declaring it, | desire to speak as the oracles of God; and to live up to
what | preach, as far as grace shall enable me while in this body of death! and | wish some of our
zealous advocates for Moses would do the same, by letting their light shine before me that others might
see as well as hear of their good works; seeing it is not the hearers nor the contenders for the law that
are just before God; but the doers of the law shall be justified.

That the ten commandments are the believer's only rule of life, was insisted upon by the first person
that | ever disputed with on that subject; which he endeavoured to enforce and prove by Pauls quoting
part of it in his epistle to the Romans, which church he supposed to consist of saints only, by Pauls
addressing them as the beloved of God called to be saints, of considering that hypocrites, wise virgins
and foolish ones, are to go and grow together as tares and wheat until harvest. And on the account of
this mixture it is that the killing letter and the promise of life must go together, the promises are to the
heirs of promise; and "we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under
the law." | asked a gentleman which of the commandments he meant? And he replied, "Those in the
20th chapter of Exodus.” And if those ten commandments are the believer's rule, the other parts of
Scripture, one would think, might be dispensed with by the believer; for, if that law be his only rule of
life, what can he want more? Though, by and by, there is not the command to love God in that chapter.

RULE OF THE ANCIENT SAINTS

If the ten commandments in the letter be the believer's only rule, Abel, who obtained witness that he
was righteous, God testifying of his gifts, had no rule to go by, Enoch walked with God three hundred
years, (Gen. 5:22) and "was translated that he should not see death, for before his translation he had
this testimony, that he pleased God." (Heb 11:5); yet he had no rule of life. Noah the just, who took
warning of God, prepared an ark, condemned the world, and became heir of an everlasting
righteousness, was without rule. Abraham, the friend of God, and the father of the faithful, and heir of
the world, must walk at an uncertainty also. Melchisedek, king of righteousness, and king of peace,
priest of the Most High God; after whose order Christ is a priest forever and ever, had no rule for his
order. Yea, all the antediluvian and post diluvian saints, down to the time of the children of Israels
compassing the Mount Sinai, must be left to walk and to worship at random; for, if the letter of the
law, or the ten commandments delivered at Sinai, be the believer’s only rule of life, it is clear they were
without that rule. Yet they were not without law to God, for they feared Him, loved Him, and walked
with Him; and saw Him at a distance and embraced Him, were united to Him, and became one spirit
with Him.

| have sometimes wondered why these ancient saints should be set forth with the encomiums of being
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I have sometimes wondered why these ancient saints should be set forth with the encomiums of being
God's friends, walking with Him, obtaining witness that they were righteous, obtaining promises,
obtaining good report, as strangers and pilgrims upon earth, of whom the world was not worthy, seeking
an heavenly country, and a city that hath foundations, despising all worldly pleasure, self, and honour,
leaving their own house, home, and country, without any desire to return thither; and why we should be
commended to go forth by the footsteps of this flock, and be said to be compassed about with this cloud
of witnesses, and be directed to follow those who through faith and practice now inherit the promises;
when we know that if they were on earth, in this refined age, they would be ranked among the worst of
Antinomians.

It is strange that the believer is not commanded to look to Moses the law giver, and to the bondwoman
that is under the law, instead of looking to Abraham our father, and to Sarah that bare us, whom God
called alone, and blessed and increased. (Isaiah 51:2). Paul would have us tread in the steps of the faith
of our father Abraham, the promise that he should be the heir of the world, was not to him, or to his
seed, through the law, Rom. 4:12,13; and yet affirms, that as many as are of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham. And this promised blessing, and promised heirship, was given to Abraham, and to his
seed, four hundred and thirty years before the law, or befare our only rule of life was given.

What rule had those glorious pilgrims to walk by, who obtained so good a report, or so good a
testimony from God? Paul tells us that Abel offered to God, and obtained witness that he was righteous
by faith; then faith was his rule of walk; and Noah condemned the world by faith; then faith was his rule
of judgment. "By faith Abraham, when he was called, went out not knowing whither he went," then
faith was his rule, by which he took his journey, though he knew not whither, and his obedience was the
obedience of faith. But if he had been favoured with our only rule of life, he might have known whither
he was going, and not have gone in ignorance, and his obedience would have been the obedience of the
law instead of faith. But Paul will have it that all Abraham's children are in the same strait that their
father was, for they walk by faith, not by sight. But if the letter of the law be the only rule that the
believer is to walk and live by, then he walks by sight, not by faith; he looks at the things that are seen,
not at the things that are not seen. If it is by faith that Moses saw Him who is invisible, then by faith we
must look at the things that are not seen, which are eternal.

FAITH AS A RULE OF LIFE

Paul says, "He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him;" then faith must be the rule of his coming. "We have access by faith into this grace
wherein we stand; then faith is the rule of our approach to God. "The just shall live by his faith;" then
faith is the just man's rule of life. "We walk by faith, not by sight;" then faith is our rule of walk. "Thou
standest by faith," says Paul; then faith is the rule of the believer's standing. "Whatever ye shall ask
believing, ye shall receive,"” says Christ; then faith is the rule of that branch of worship. By faith Enoch
had this testimony, that he pleased God; "but without faith it is impossible to please Him;" then faith is
a rule that God approves of, and is pleased with. "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin;" then faith is a
perfect rule of holiness. "All that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be
justified by the law of Moses;" then faith is our rule of righteousness. It is by faith we overcome the
world to lay hold on eternal life, is to fight the good fight of faith, according to Paul; "I have fought a
good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith;" then faith was the rule of his warfare, and
the rule of his race, and it was the grace of God that made Paul obedient to that rule. "We have
received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith;" that is, by Christ we have received grace to
save our souls, and apostleship to be of use to the church, not as a reward of our obedience, but to
furnish us with power to make us obedient to the faith, among all nations for His name, Rom. 1:5; then
faith is the rule of apostolic obedience; for it cannot be called receiving grace for obedience to the faith
if faith be not the gracious man's rule of obedience.
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