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tissima Tridenting , the last aundjised them. By his blind devotion to their
wisest cecumenical council of the church, |interests, and his own arrogance of manner

wrong too? Alas! it will be more than a
death struggle that shall ever force Rome
to such an admission. It will be only at the
judgment seat of Chrisi—and in eternity—
and then too late!

Rezzonico expired, February 2, 1769,
nfed almost 76, after a tumuliuous and in-
glorious reign of nearly eleven years. His
secretary of state, Torregiano, swayed him
even to servility, and the general of the Je-
suits, Ricci, extended over him a kindred
dominion. He even ventured in 1768, to
repeat the bull Jn Cena Domini, in a me-
nacing brief to Parma, thus irritating all the
allied courts and sovereigns of his jurisdie-
tion. During his pontificate the Jesuits were
expelled from Portugal, Spain, France, Na-
ples, Sicily, and Parma, taking refuge with
their sovereiﬁn apa in Italy. They were
here a great unren and perplexity to him;
yet still he loved and cherished and patron-

towards the Bourbons, he lost Avignon, Ve-
naissin, and Benevento. His reservation of
benefices in Spain was rejected, the Neapo-
litan tribute refused, and Germany was in-
structed by Justus Febronius, respecting the
bounds of the papal authority. Rome at this
period suffered twice from famine, namely,
in 1764 and 1766, but without any mark of
moral good resulting from the righteous dis-
cipline. Rev.9: 20, 21.

His position, however, on such a throne,
makes him an object of pit{, as well as of
pious abhorrence. Who could do well in such
a sphere, unblest and impracticable! He
was a weak, dispirited, perplexed, old man.
The appearance of energy at times in his
administration resulted mainly from the
measures of his two counsellors—and the
rest shall be known at the judgment seat of
Christ.

CLEMENT XIV, THE

TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVENTH
BISHOP OF ROME.

Georek III, King of England.—Louis XV, King of France.

[Year of Christ, 1769.] Forty-seven car-
dinals opened the conclave to appoint a
successor to Clement XIII. From the com-
mencement, the electors were divided into
two equally powerful factions. One of
which, affiliated with the Jesuits, were de-
sirous to nominate a pontif capable of tracing
the footsteps of Gregory VII and Pius V.—
The others, who had sold themselves to
France and Spain, cabaled to place the tiara
on the head of a pope sufficiently concilia-
ting to reéstablish concord between the altar
and the throne. The intrigues continued
through three entire months. At length the
Franciscan moank, named John Vincent An-
tony Ganganelli, obtained the suffrages of
the majority, and was proclaimed the su-
preme head of the papacy, by the appellation
of Clement XIV.

The new I_fontif was nearly sixty-four
years old. He was born in the litde town
of Archangelo, near Rimini, where his father
was of the medical profession. From bis
infancy, Ganganelli isila ed a great pro-
gensity to meditation, which determined his
amily to place him in a Franciscan convent,
where his virtues soon distinguished him.—
He was taken thence to be raised to the office
of counsellor of the inquisition, by Pope
Benedict XIV. Under the following reign,
he obtained theé cardinal’s hat.

Ganganelli, with the tiara, preserved the
same manners as under the Franciscan’s

cowl. He continued humble, charitable,
and was solicitous to preserve the frugal and
studious habits which had been the charm
of his existence. Since Titus, Trajan, and
Marcus Aurelius, a sovereign endowed with
a more noble character, a finer soul, a more
judicious wind, had npever swayed the
sceptre at Rome. His first act of authority
was to dismiss from his court the ministers
in whom his predecessor trusted. Then he
announced his design to give peace to the
popedom by restoring Christanity.

Great was the consternation of the cardi-
nals, the prelates, the priests, and the monk-
ish communities, who fattened on the toils
of the wretched. All of them in a mass
united against Clement X1V, and endea-
vored to make him renounce his generous
designs by terrible threats. One of the Je-
suits dared to affix openly, at the principal
entrance of the Vatican, a placard contain-
inE these words—* O praK for the polpe,
who is near death!” Another fanatic slip-
red under his table a letter with these four
etters—*“ P. 8. 8. V.”’—which the pope thus
explained : “ Presto sara sede vacante’’—
“ The seat will soon be vacant.”

Unshaken in his resolution, Clement dis-
regarded the complaints, the curses, and the
threatenings of all those ecclesiastics. He
moved with a firm step in the course which
he had traced. The public finances were
in extreme disorder lhroughl the depredations



360 THE HISTORY OF THE POPES,

{Cremzxt XIV.

of his predecessors. He therefore changed
the fiscal administrators, diminished the num-
ber of the charges which burdened the trea-
sury, and thus eased the people. The arts
and industry languished, commerce and
manufactures were in a deplorable condition.
He established manufactories, repaired the
public edifices, was engaged in the draining
of the Pontine marshes, founded the rich
museum which bears his name, defrayed
the expenses of the nunciatories and mis-
sions, and supplied the payment of troo
and of artists, and paid with regularity the
pensions which were chargeable on the Ro-
man court. Having regulated the interior
affairs, he began to search into the exterior
subjects of policy. The political horizon
was full of clouds. The irritation of the
crowned heads had been carried to the high-
est degree by the brief of Clement XIH
against the duke of Parma, and from a new
attempt by the Jesuits to the assassination
of the king.of Portugal. That monarch
even announced the intention to nominate a
new patriarch independent of the pope, and
thus by one stroke to close all connection
with Roman court. Clement XIV be-
gan by renewing his relations with the kings
of France and Spain. He ingeniously in-
sinuated to them that the papacy was the
basis on which reposed the absolute autho-
rity of the Rogish princes ; that it was their
interest to defend it, except to restrain any
privileges which their ancestors had con-
ceded to the “ successors of the Apostles,”
and which were deemed incompatible with
their dignity. Finally, that he might join
example to the Brecept, he abrogated the
famous bull, In Cena Domini ; revoked all
the decrees of the council of Trent and of
the popes, relative to this constitution ; aban-
doned both in theory and in practice all pre-
tension to the temporal jurisdiction over
rinces, and gave pledges of his sincerity.
hat conduct ined him all minds.—
France resiored the Comtat Venaissin, and
the king of Naples restored Beneventum and
Pontecorvo. Nevertheless, the princes of
the houses of Braganza and Bourbon yielded
not in their rigors towards the Jesuits, and
earnestly claimed the suppression of the
order. Clement XIV, like a prudent man,
answered, that before he could execute an
act 8o solemn as the abrogation of an insti-
tute which enrols its members by tens of
thousands, and which had its ramifications
in all parts of the world, he must previous!
become acquainted with the causes whic
would justify his decision in the eyes of pos-
terity. From that time, the pope was shroud-
ed in impenetrable mystery. He studied
with profound attention and scrupulousness,
the statutes, the rules, the arts, and the his-
tory of the society. He nominated papal
visiters to examine the administration of the
wealth of their colleges, and expert proctors

to establish the account of their prodigious
riches.

Clement X1V, however, was not so en-
grossed by that affair that he could not act
the part of & pope, and hurl his bulls of
excommunication against Diderot, D’Alem-
bert, Voltaire, Helvitius, Jean Jacques Rous-

seau, Marmontel, and the Baron D’Holbach, '

on account of the anti-papist doctrines which
they taught in their works. The French
priests naturally ranged themselves on the
side of the pope against the philosophers.
The parliament but feebly :J;posed those by
whom they had been aided in triumphing
over the Jesuits, and authorised the prelates
of that kingdom to assemble at Paris 1o judge
the works censured by the court of Rome.
These are the terms in which that conclave
of ignorant prelates formally issued their
recriminations in their address to the French
Monarch :

¢ Most Revered Sire—Impiety has not
been restrained from attacking the church!
and thus at the same time has assailed the
sanctuary aod the empire. It publishes that
it will not be satisfied until it has abolished
all divine and human authority. If your
majesty should doubt this sad truth, we
will hasten to furnish the proofs of it by
placing before your eyes a work recently
published under the specious name of the
“System of Nature.”” The author of that
publication, probably the most criminal
which the human mind ever brought forth,
thinks it not enough to injure men in teach-
ing them that there is not any revealed re-
li%::m, that hell is a hideous, absurd chimera,
which owes its origin to the knavery of
priests ; he dares even to notice civil society
and the governors of it. He proclaims that
he perceives in the different states but a vile
mass of weak or wicked men, abased before
prelates who rob them, or before princes
who oppress them. He says that all the
‘national chiefs are infamous usurpers, who
sacrifice the people to their execrable pas-
sions, and who a te to themselves the
haughty title of God’s representatives, only
to exercise with more impunity their odious
despotism over mankind. He asserts, that
the agreement of the priesthood with the
sovereign power is a sacrilegious compact
enacted by craft and force. He dares to de-
ny that tge authority of kings is of divine
right, and pretends that the people may de-
mand an account of the management of their
affairs, and even, O what excess of audaci-
t¥! may divest them of their crown and life,
if they have abused their supreme authority.
Take care, Sire : such principles are natural-
ly pleasing to the imagination, and can be
propagated with extreme rapidity ; the in-
evitable consequence of which will be the
emancipation of the human race, and the
ruin of the throne and the aliar! Neverthe-
less, Sire, who could believe it? That dan-
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